
In our role as advocates for the rights of nursing home residents, 
election time provides us with a valuable opportunity. People living 
in nursing facilities have the right to complete access to the voting 
process, and there are certain steps we, as Ombudsmen, can take to 
help ensure residents are fully enfranchised. 

Residents can register to vote in Ohio if they: 

 are a citizen of the United States. 

 are 18 years of age, or older, on or before the election in which 
they want to vote. 

 have resided in Ohio for at least 30 days immediately prior to 
the election in which they want to vote. 

 have not lost their right to vote due to a violation of elections 
laws. 

 have not been declared incompetent for voting purposes by a 
probate court. 

 

 

 

 

Consistent with our long-standing mantra-- Your home is your home, 
the simple fact a person may reside in a nursing facility does not 
deny them the right to vote. Even issues of perceived diminished 
mental capacity are not grounds for denying a resident of his or her 
voting rights, unless adjudicated incompetent by the courts.  

Registering to vote is an important first step in the process. In order 
to vote in an election, a person’s registration form must be received 
by the County Board of Elections at least 30 days prior to an 
election, or postmarked no later than 30 days before the election. If 
a resident is already registered, he or she is already eligible to vote; 
however, if the resident has taken permanent residence in the 
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nursing facility, he or she will need to reapply 
using the facility address as their current 
permanent residence. It is important to note 
that the deadline for registering for the 
upcoming national election is October 7th. 
Please keep this in mind when you are 
discussing voting rights with residents during 
your visits. Voter registration/change of 
address forms are available at: 

 The Secretary of State’s website: 
www.MyOhioVote.com; 

 The County Board of Elections; 

 Any Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles office: 

 Public libraries 

 Public high schools and vocational schools, 
and 

 Many other “public” offices. 

Ohio law also makes special provision for 
person with disabilities who may be unable to 
sign his or her registration forms, including 
the assistance of the person’s “attorney-in-
fact.” If you have any questions about the 
voting process, while assisting residents with 
disabilities, just give us a call at the Region 7 
office. 

 

 

 

Voters must present a valid form of 
identification when voting. Accepted forms of 
identification include: 

 Current and valid Ohio driver’s license; 

 Current and valid photo identification 
issued by the State of Ohio, or the U.S. 
government; 

 Military identification; 

 Copy of a current utility bill, bank 
statement, government check, or paycheck, 
or 

 Other government document. 

All forms of identification must be current, 
which means that it has not expired, or that it 
was issued within one year of the date of 
election. Utility bills, bank statements, 
government checks, or paychecks must show 

the voters current name and address. 

If the resident does not have any of the 
aforesaid documents, he or she can still vote 
through the Provisional Ballot process. If a 
resident is told they cannot vote, he or she may 
request a Provisional ballot. Such votes are 
held by the County Board of Elections and will 
be counted if adequate proof of identity is 
provided within 10 days. If you encounter a 
situation where the use of a Provisional ballot 
may be necessary, talk to the facility’s Activity 
Director, or give us a call at the Regional office 
for more information. 

In Ohio, the County Board of Elections also 
may send representatives, from both major 
political parties, to the nursing facility to 
deliver ballots. These representative are also 
empowered to assist those who many be 
unable to actually mark their ballot, and will 
return the ballot to the County Board of 
Elections for the resident. 

In order to ensure 
that our nursing 
home residents are 
fully informed of 
their rights, and  
those wishing to vote 
fully enfranchised, 
we need every 
volunteer to make a 

special effort to visit their facilities as soon as 
possible, and talk to residents about their 
voting rights. 

Voting pg 1 cont... 

Residents must be registered  

    to vote by October 7th! 

Important 
Reporting Deadline 

As you know, our reporting year ends on 

September 30th. Cindy would like all your 

Volunteer Associate visit reports submitted 

to her by end-of-business on 

Monday  October 8, 2012 
She has to add your visit report data into 

ODIS by her mid-October deadline. If you 

have any reports to submit, please get them 

to her as soon as possible. Thanks! 
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October is... 

Resident’s Rights Month 

Helping Nursing Home Residents to 
Exercise their Right to Vote 

The right to vote is one of our most basic rights. With the November election fast approaching, 
your help is needed to protect and empower nursing home residents who may wish to exercise 
their right to vote.  Over the next few weeks, we would like our Volunteer Associates to talk with 
residents and staff concerning the right to vote, and what steps the nursing facility is taking to 
both inform their residents of the election, and accommodations being made to ensure those 
wishing to cast a ballot are able to do so. 

Residents 

While visiting with the residents, we encourage 
you to talk with them about the right to vote, 
and determine their interest in casting a ballot. 

Ombudsman Action 

 Talk about the election and the right to vote, 
and use this as an opportunity to educate 
residents regarding their other resident 
rights. 

 Educate residents, and their families, 
regarding the voting process, and encourage 
family members to get involved. 

 Encourage residents to educate themselves 
regarding candidates and issues. 

 Help residents determine their current 
voter status, and assist them with 
registering to vote. 

REMEMBER 
Registration deadline for the 

November election is: 

OCTOBER 7, 2012 

Those wishing to vote must be registered, or 
have submitted a registration request, 30 days 
prior to the election in which they wish to vote. 

Nursing Homes 

During your visits, please talk to the facility 
Activity Director to determine what step the 
facility has in place to encourage residents to 
educate themselves about the upcoming 
election, and to facilitate the voting process. 

You may use the following checklist for help 
during your observations and discussions: 

Facility Best Practices 

 Post voting rights and voting information in 
prominent locations in the facility. 

 Host televised debate-watching events. 

 Invite candidates to the facility. 

 Provide assistance to residents regarding 
voter registration and the voting process. 

 Arrange for “on-site” voting through the 
County Board of elections. 

 Provide scheduled transportation to and 
from polling sites for those wishing to vote. 

 Encourage family involvement with 
assisting the resident to vote. 

All the above should be done in a non-partisan 
way, and not be designed to influence a 
resident’s individual vote. 

Helping residents to understand their rights, and empowering them to exercise these rights, is precisely 

what we, as Ombudsmen, are all about. During this election season, we encourage you to use your hard 

earned skills to ensure that nursing home residents have the opportunity to participate in the political 

process. Please get in touch with Cindy for more information: 

Cindy Oakes:  1-800-582-7277 or coakes@aaa7.org 
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The Ombudsman Volunteer is a newsletter of the Area Agency on Aging District 7, Inc., Regional Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program, 1644 11th Street, 
Portsmouth, OH 45662. Please address all inquiries to the attention of Cindy Oakes, Volunteer Coordinator:  1-800-582-7277    Email: coakes@aaa7.org 

Importance of “Leadership” Conference Topic 

On August 28th, Region 7 Ombudsmen, Volunteer 
Ombudsmen and representatives of the 10 
previously selected nursing facilities gathered to 
share their progress toward implementing culture 
change in their facilities, and to gather additional 
expert insight and guidance from celebrated experts. 

The ten participating facilities began implementing 
Person-Centered changes within their facilities last 
Spring. All reported some progress and expressed 
their intent to continue the culture change journey in 
the coming year. 

Conference presenters included Kaye Mason 
Inoshita, R.N., Region 7 Program Director, Dr. 
Christine Raber, professor of Occupational Therapy, 
and Maggie Selby, R.N., both from the Shawnee State 
University. 

For additional information regarding the Culture Change Project, 
contact Kaye Inoshita at 1-800-582-7277 or email at 
kinoshita@aaa7.org 

Person-Centered Care Conference examines progress Person-Centered Care Conference Examines Progress 

SAVESAVE--THETHE--DATEDATE  
PERSON-CENTERED CARE PROJECT 

Nursing Facility Provider Conference 

Official invitations will be sent to you later, but please clear your calendar now for this 
important conference as we embark on the next phase of our culture change journey. 


